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The Ardic] Wiclr/c]z-n[c/mag, like many of the Zoroastrian works,
underwent successive redactions. It assumed its definitive form
in the 9th-10th centuries A.D., as may be seen in the text’s
frequent Persianisms, usages known to be characteristic of early
Persian literature (e.g., generalized use of the durative particle
ham|c]). This book has become comparatively well known to
the Iranian public, thanks to its numerous versions in modern
Persian (often versified and with illustrations). It was early
made available in Western languages by M. Haug and E. W.
West (The Book of Arda Viraf, Bombay and London, 1872
[repr. Amsterdam, 1971]; Glossary and Index of the Pahlavi
Text of the Book of Arda Viraf; Bombay and London, 1874)
and by M. A. Barthélemy (Artd Viraf Namak ou Livre d’Arda
Viraf; Paris, 1887). A recent edition and translation is by Ph.
Gignoux (Le livre d’Ard[c] Virc]z, Paris, 1984). Inevitably this
work has been compared with Dante’s Divine Comedy (see the
bibliography). Some influences, transmitted through Islam, may

have been exerted on the latter, but these remain to be fully
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Boyce, Mary. ed. Textual Sources for the Study of)
')Zoroastrianism 1984
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